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The Grace of God in Jewish
Tradition
Richard S. Hanson
Edwin Mellen Press, 1993
96 pp., $14.95

Richard S. Hanson

With the purpose of showing that "Jews and Christians
are far more alike than different in their experience of
life and in their religious conviction," the author, a Christian, examines some of the
facets of the concept of divine grace in Jewish tradition. From the traditional sources of the Talmud
and the liturgical and devotional literature, but also
from medieval Jewish philosophy and modern (Reform) and contemporary reflections, a number of
valuable materials have been gathered that illustrate
how alive, rich, and important the concept of grace
is in Jewish tradition.

The Evolving God in Jewish
Process Theology
William E. Kaufman
Edwin Mellen Press, 1997
189 pp., $89.95
W i t h i n the currents of
modern theology, the author
suggests a Jewish process theology that takes into consideration specific Jewish traditional concepts such as creatio
ex-nihilo and the idea of the unity of God, but also
contemporary issues such as the Holocaust. The
author hopes to respond to the existential question,
"What do you mean by God?" in our time and thus
to help Jews find a more relevant definition of their
God today.
A Book about God
Florence Mary Fitch
Lothrop, Lee & Shepard
Books, 1999
24 pp., $16.00

B o o k s

don't need to see Him to know what He is like. We
need only look around at all the things that are like
Him: the warmth of the sun, the strength of the
mountains, the nourishment of the rain, the comfort
of a parent's loving embrace. Using simple concepts
that are understandable to even the very young child,
this nondenominational book gently introduces children to the concept of God.
The Hidden Face of God
Richard E. Friedman
Harper San Francisco, 1997
335 pp., $15.00
The author addresses the
question, Why does the God
who is known through miracles
and direct interaction at the beginning of the Bible gradually
become hidden, leaving humans in the end to find their
own way and determine their own fate? These, as well
as other enigmas of the Bible—issues that encompass
science, history, cosmology, and mysticism-are explored. Friedman is currently a professor of Hebrew
and comparative literature at the University of California, San Diego.
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Hello, Hello, Are You There,
God?
Molly Cone
UAHC Press, 1999
56 pp., $12.00

"There is no number for
God listed in the telephone
book. There is no address for
God listed anywhere. You
can't reach God by telephone, mail, fax, or e-mail.
Yet people hear God and talk to God all the time"—
with this introduction, the author then seeks through
five stories to explain to 5-to-10 year-olds why God
cannot be seen, how to talk to God and how God
talks to us, how God helps us and knows each of us.
Other stories are about belonging and learning.

Almost all children wonder about God and wish
they could see Him. But we
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